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Centers of Activity
state farm center for women  
and financial services

In 2011, State Farm® made a generous donation to 
The American College, enabling the creation of a 
new State Farm® Center for Women and Financial 
Services. The Center’s vision is to be the nation’s 
leading authority on the economic issues and oppor-
tunities of American women, both as providers and 
consumers of financial products and services.  

Through leading-edge research, financial edu-
cation and awareness building, the Center’s mis-
sion is to promote the advancement of women in 
the financial services industry and advocate for the 
economic security of American women. In the few 
short months since the Center was established, the 
mission has been put into action with the following 
activities:

•	 Building the Center’s team at The American 
College, including Director Mary Quist-
Newins, CFP®, CLU®, ChFC®; Assistant 
Director Briana Vnenchak; MSM and Center 
Assistant Christella Louis. 

•	 Establishing an advisory board consisting of 
thought leaders from the industry, academia 
and media.

•	 Co-sponsoring the inaugural “Women of 
The American College: Leadership through 
Learning” recognition breakfast with the 
Alumni Association of The American College 
at the Knowledge Summit in Las Vegas.  
The purpose of the event was to celebrate the 
academic achievements of women in financial 
services. 

•	 Fielding the first statistically valid and 
actionable consumer research study with 
analysis and results to be published later this 
year.

•	 Promoting awareness of women’s 
issues within the industry, including 
speaking engagements for State 
Farm®, Women in Insurance and 
Financial Services, the Conference 
for African American Financial 
Professionals, Women in Insurance 
Leadership and articles in The Wealth 
Channel Magazine, Financial Planning 
Magazine and GAMA International 
Journal. 

•	 Launching the Center’s content-rich 
website. The site can be accessed 
through The American College portal 
or at this URL: http://womenscenter.
TheAmericanCollege.edu/. 

•	 Planning the 2012 Women’s 
Leadership Academy Summit, which 
will take place on Thursday, February 
23 and Friday, February 24, 2012 
at the Hilton DFW Lakes Executive 
Conference Center in Grapevine, 
Texas. The Summit will feature 
dynamic speakers, academically 
rigorous content, community 
building, workshop sessions and a 
panel discussion on leadership best 
practices. Attendees also will have 
the opportunity to earn three credits 
toward their Chartered Leadership 
Fellow (CLF®) designation. 
Registration for the Summit will be 
opening in September 2011.




